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President 

MAST Academy’s 
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The Composites Association of New Zealand’s 2022 Conference on October 17 
and 18 will focus on rebuilding and rejuvenating in the changing business environ-
ment and introducing this timely topic to the Association’s wide membership, Presi-
dent Glenn Campbell is delighted to also announce that the event will have repre-
sentation from Composites Australia. 

Glenn said the conference, to be hosted by the University of Auckland, would 
focus on transforming the New Zealand composite ecosystem into a more sustain-
able and eco-friendlier one by improving the manufacturing process. 

There will also be an interactive workshop focusing on moving to sustainable 
practices along with the introduction of new research concepts developed at the 
University of Auckland, he said. 

“This year’s conference will be the first in-person event hosted after our Christ-
church Conference in 2020 and we expect to provide a great platform for our mem-
bers to interact and get to know the developments happening around the industry 
and build better business relations,” Glenn said. 

“Thus, the Executive decided to run the conference attendance free of charge to 
all members to increase participation and involvement. 

“We do realise that this will incur a cost in organising the conference and we 
request all interested members to sponsor part of the event.” 

 The sponsorship opportunities available are: 

Gold Sponsor: This level of sponsorship entitles the sponsor to 30 minutes pres-
entation time on composites-related applications where their products are utilised. 
This will also offer a trade display in the conference room and for early birds half 
page advertising space in this Conference Edition Special Flexi Magazine.  

Silver Sponsor: This level of sponsorship entitles the sponsor to 15 minutes 
presentation session to familiarise new products before the morning tea. This will 
also offer a trade display in the conference room and for early birds half page ad-
vertising space in this Conference Edition Special Flexi Magazine. 

Bronze Sponsor: This level of sponsorship entitles the sponsor to a trade    
display. 

Glenn said CANZ requires support to make this event a success and for the first 
time offers a sponsorship package to encourage participation. 

“There are only limited spots available and as a Composites Association member, 
you will have the privilege of choosing the best option to promote your business. 

“We will ensure the best possible support to your marketing team during the 
event and please don’t hesitate to contact us at any point for more information,” 
Glenn said.  

Conference 2022 focus on . . . 

This year’s CANZ Conference will be the first         
in-person event hosted after the Christchurch            
Conference in 2020. President Glenn Campbell        
expects to provide “a great platform for our members 
to interact and get to know the developments        
happening around the industry and build better  
business relations.” (Full programme and welcome 
on Pages 2 and 3 of this Conference Edition of Flexi). 



Kia Ora Koutou Katoa. 
As we are emerging from the pandemic, we must collaborate to re-build the glory of 

the past. With an enthusiasm to succeed and energy to evolve, The Composites Asso-
ciation Executives wholeheartedly invite all members to join the Annual Conference at 
the University of Auckland. 

Our special guests for the conference will be Leona Reif, President of Composites 
Australia and Kerryn Caulfield CEO of Composites Australia. Composites Australia have 
extended their willingness to collaborate with CANZ and we are delighted to welcome 
them to Auckland. 

This is an opportunity to come together and strengthen our business bond to develop 
new innovative ideas to show composites are still a solution to many old problems 
others can’t solve. 

We have decided to change from the traditional approach and make this year’s con-
ference free to attend for all members. This is a time when we should care for each 
other, and this initiative is to ensure maximum participation to develop better collabora-
tion. I would like to thank all the sponsors whose collective support have made this 
event free to attend for all members. 

We are delighted to welcome Konica Minolta to our conference who will be demon-
strating Markforged 3D printing technology. Markforged is the first company to offer 3D 
printers capable of reinforcing parts with continuous fibres, enabling composite parts 
robust enough to replace machined metal. While chopped carbon fibres are able to 
improve the mechanical properties and print quality of FFF/FDM 3D printed thermoplas-
tics, continuous fibres can further increase part strength by an order of magnitude. 

The University of Auckland has been partnering with the Association from the begin-
ning and we always valued the technical and research expertise offered to us by the 
team. Last year Master’s student Tim McCafferty has conducted research on the reuse 
of mechanically-recycled fibreglass products (see also Page 4 of this issue of Flexi) and 
at the conference he will be presenting his industry-focused research solution which 
could be adopted by every manufacturer. This is an incredible achievement by the 
Sustainable working group which has been working hard for the last few years to make 
recycling possible in Aotearoa. There have been many pioneering works that happened 
in composites sustainability, and we need more collaboration in the recycling sector to 
achieve our zero-waste goal. To facilitate this our sustainability lead Catherine Taiapa 
will be leading a workshop on how to better equip our members to face sustainable 
challenges and adopt the business model of the future. 

The University of Auckland CACM team has been exploring the possibility of thermo-
plastic composites and Dr Tom Allen will be with us on how to manufacture Fibre Rein-
forced Thermoplastics using traditional thermoset composites manufacturing tech-
niques. Thermoplastic composites are becoming popular in the automotive manufactur-
ing sector and with the added benefit of sustainability, it will be an industry breakthrough 

for the New Zealand composites industry to embrace the technology. Stay tuned during 
the presentation to incorporate the new technique into your manufacturing process. 

One of the CANZ flagship projects, Styrene Exposure Monitoring, had many setbacks 
and delays during the last year, but with the expertise and dedication of the Massey 
University team they have overcome the hurdles and are close to successful project 
completion. Dr Samuel Keer will be joining the conference with findings and mitigations 
to improve the working conditions in our manufacturing facility and a tailor-made solu-
tion for New Zealand composites industry to minimise styrene exposure during the 
manufacturing process. I am delighted with the progress made by the team and I appre-
ciate the support offered by all the participating companies. This will be the start of our 
initiatives to make our manufacturing process safer and sustainable. Dr Samuel Keer is 
credited with many leading workplace health research projects and you all can expect 
the collaboration to generate more innovative research and upskilling of our manufactur-
ing workplace standards. 

Chris van der Hor, a familiar face to many, will be introducing the newly incorporated 
MAST Academy (see also article on Page 8 of this issue). MAST Academy will be 
taking over all our industry training and continue to offer the award-winning training 
program to the marine and composites Industry. Chris will update us on how the new 
academy will be delivering the training program to upskill the industry. The training 
programs are developed in collaboration with the Association and Chris will have an-
swers for all your future apprenticeship and training queries. 

The industry needs more interactions and with all the Covid restrictions in place, 
many of the regular supplier visits to manufacturers have not been happening in the last 
two years. We are grateful to our many supplier members who have taken the opportu-
nity to sponsor the conference and they will be available at their respective trades dis-
plays at the meeting venue. You will have plenty of opportunities to interact and get to 
know the new products available in the market and discuss how they could offer better 
support to the new projects you are undertaking. 

This year’s conference will re-energise the Aotearoa composites industry and help 
motivate our industry to achieve more. On behalf of the executive committee, I am 
wholeheartedly welcoming you all to join us at the conference to make the event a 
success. Registration details will be available to all members in the next few days and 
we encourage you to include participation from the engineering and manufacturing 
leadership teams so that your ideas shared during the conference can be incorporated 
into your manufacturing process. 

Tena Koutou 

Vineeth Babu 
Vice President CANZ 



Invitation 
 
Dear Member, 
Greetings from the Composites Association of New Zealand. 
I am pleased to invite you to this year’s Composites Associa-

tion Annual Conference which will be held on 17 and 18 Octo-
ber 2022 at the University of Auckland. 

The event will have representation from Composites Austra-
lia and the conference will embrace rebuilding and rejuvenat-
ing in the changing business environment. 

The conference will focus on transforming the New Zealand 
Composite Ecosystem into a more sustainable and eco-
friendlier one by improving the manufacturing process. There 
will be an interactive workshop focusing on moving to sustain-
able practices along with the introduction of new research con-
cepts developed at the University of Auckland. 

We expect to provide a great platform for our members to 
interact and get to know the developments happening around 
the industry and build better business relations. Conference 
attendance is free of charge to all members, and we expect 
your warm support and participation. 

The conference will have interesting technical presentations 
which could be adopted to improve your manufacturing proc-
ess along with trade displays from our sponsoring suppliers. 
We are expecting more attendance than our previous confer-
ences from the manufacturing and leadership teams. 

On behalf of the Executive Committee, I look forward to  
seeing many members at this year’s conference and dinner. 

 
Glenn Campbell 
President, CANZ 

 



CANZ President 
Glenn Campbell — 

“If anyone is interested 
in having an input into 
where the Association 
needs to be heading, I 
ask you to become more 
involved, whether it is 
being on the Executive 
or, to be honest, even 
better to get involved 
with the sub-committees 
that have been set up.” 

There’s a place for you! 
Doesn’t time fly? 
Here we are almost three-quarters of the way through the year. 
Before I begin, I would like to take the time to acknowledge the passing of Dennis 

Trower, the father of Brendon Trower a member of the CANZ executive (Tru-Tech 
Fibreglass in Napier). I can say I had many interesting discussions with Dennis over 
the years. Dennis had also been a past president of CANZ. 

The Executive hope that you all can try to attend the conference in Auckland on 
October 17 and 18. Attendance to the conference is free of charge. 

 You will see within this issue of the Flexi a brief outline on what will be presented 
as well as the proposed programme. And of course, we will be having our required 
AGM. If anyone is interested in having an input into where the Association needs to 
be heading, I ask you to become more involved, whether it is being on the Executive 
or, to be honest, even better to get involved with the sub-committees that have been 
set up. 

We are also pleased to inform you that Leona Reif (President of Composites 
Australia) and Kerryn Caulfield (Executive Director of Composites Australia) will be 
attending the conference and they will update us on their Association. Our intent is 
to work closer with Composites Australia just like we are now working with other 
offshore associations such as the ACMA and UCC.  

— Glenn Campbell, President 

Figure 1 - Hand Layup Manufacture of GFRC Panels 

Tim McCafferty has recently completed a Master’s Thesis 
through the Centre for Advanced Composite Materials 
(CACM) at the University of Auckland. He contributed the 
following article and Flexi is delighted to reproduce it for the 

benefit of CANZ members. 

The research undertaken 
involved demonstrating the 
feasibility of mechanically 
recycling glass fibre rein-
forced composites (GFRC). 
This was both government 
and industry backed re-
search sponsored by Cal-
laghan Innovation and Mas-
kell Productions Ltd. 

Composite recycling is 
being increasingly re-
searched and developed 
largely due to government 
incentives and increasing 
material demand. Thermoset 
glass fibre reinforced composites are notoriously difficult to recycle because of their 
low cost, inherent durability, and inability to be easily returned to their individual 
elements. Mechanical recycling was considered for this research as it is widely 
considered to be the optimal recycling method for glass fibre composites. This is 
due to it meeting the low economic threshold and providing optimal mechanical 
properties compared to other recycling methods.  

Through this research, mechanically recycled ground fibreglass was used as a 
filler for polyester resin and thermoset GFRC. Firstly, the influence of the filler was 
studied through the understanding of how it affects the curing kinetics and mechani-
cal properties of polyester resin. The filled resin under certain parameters was found 
to improve tensile properties compared to pure polyester resin, with an optimal filler 
particle size and weight percentage at 0 ≤ 150 µm and 10% respectively. The filler 
was also found to have minimal effect on the curing of the polyester resin. 

Next, the influence of the filled polyester resin once it had been introduced to 
thermoset GFRC was researched. Composite panels for three types of glass fibre 
(unidirectional, cross directional, and chopped strand mat) were tested for different 
filler weight percentages and glass fibre densities to understand the optimal me-
chanical properties of each. 

It was found that for unidirectional and cross directional glass fibre, tensile and 
flexural properties were optimal at between 0% and 10% filler weight percentage at 
low density glass fibre. This is due to the increasing resin viscosity as filler weight 
percentage is increased. As the resin viscosity increases, the permeation of the 
resin into the glass fibre bundles decreases, creating worse fibre to matrix bonding. 
For chopped strand mat, increasing filler weight percentage (therefore increasing 
resin viscosity) had a lesser effect on mechanical properties. The effect glass fibre 
density had was also less pronounced. This smaller reduction was based upon the 
higher viscosity resin producing more voids within the composite, creating weak 
points. 

Overall, this research was successful at demonstrating the feasibility of mechani-
cally recycling GFRC. There are a lot more details to share, and I will be presenting 
my research at the CANZ conference in October. I hope to see you there! 

— Tim McCafferty 

The recycling challenge 

Figure 2 - SEM Image of longitudinal unidirectional glass fibre with a 40% filler weight      
percentage in the polyester resin. 



•  UV-resistant gelcoats. 
•  Polyester, vinyl ester  
    and epoxy resins. 
•  Glass, woven mat, roving  
    and carbon fibre. 
•  Infusion resin, fabric and 
     consumables. 
•  Putties for coving, CNC and tooling. 
•  Wide range of rollers, gloves and  
    accessories. 
•  Colour-matched gelcoats and resins. 
•  Tailor-made resins for your specific purpose. 
•  Advice and support. 
•  Technical assistance and troubleshooting. 

June sees Phil Breytenbach going into retirement. 

  sales@hscomposites.co.nz                    www.hscomposites.co.nz  

“Thank you to all my friends in the Industry who have 

opened their doors to me over the past 12 years. May the 

industry flourish for many more years to come.” — Phil.  

HS Composites will soon announce a 

replacement for Phil. 

EV Maritime is a zero-emission maritime technology company setting out to deliver a better ferry future: 
initially for Auckland, then for the rest of New Zealand, and ultimately for harbour cities around the world. 
Founder Michael Eaglen and his team have a bold ambition of displacing four million tonnes of global CO2 

emissions by 2040 with ferries and ferry systems that can last forever – repairable, reusable and inspiring 
communities to engage with ocean regeneration. EV Maritime is this Flexi issue’s profile of note . . . 

The composite structure of the new 
ferry, which combines recycled and 
new materials, will have half the em-
bedded energy of its aluminium 
equivalent. It’s lighter, saving huge 
amounts of energy over the boat’s 
lifetime.  It also lasts longer, without 
anywhere near as much maintenance 
and repair.  

“Few people are lucky to have an 
intimate connection with the ocean on a 
timescale long enough to become aware 
of changes. Fishermen do, scuba divers 
do, but for most of us it’s just the blue 
bit beside the road as we are driving 
around the country”– Professor Simon 
Thrush. 

A 
uckland’s ferries burn over 13 million 
litres of diesel every year, producing 
nearly half the emissions of Auckland’s 
entire bus fleet. 

 Now, one forward-thinking company is doing 
something about saving the “blue bit beside the 
road” as the country’s calls for environmental 
change reaches almost fever pitch. 

EV Maritime is a zero-emission maritime technol-
ogy company setting out to deliver a better ferry 
future: initially for Auckland, then for the rest of New 
Zealand, and ultimately for harbour cities around the 
world. 

Founder Michael Eaglen and his team have a bold 

ambition of displacing four million tonnes of global 
CO2 emissions by 2040 with ferries and ferry sys-
tems that can last forever – repairable, reusable and 
inspiring communities to engage with ocean regen-
eration. 

The company’s website pulls no punches — 
“today, we have a climate emergency going on and 
with our publicly-funded ferry fleets old, tired and up 
for replacement, it’s really important that we demand 
the replacements be zero emission,” Michael says. 

But there are other problems which need action 
too. 

“Our harbours are beautiful to look at from above, 
but under the surface they are sick — and it’s be-
cause collectively we are taking them for granted. 

“Overfishing, pollution, land runoff, heavy metals, 
waste, climate change and even noise are having 
devastating impacts on marine life. We have to 
rethink the status quo and redesign our harbour 
transport and its impact over the next 20plus years,” 
he says. 

That’s what EV Maritime is here to do, bringing a 
new fleet of electric fast ferries to serve Auckland’s 

commuter services, and help regenerate the har-
bour city. 

EV Maritime is developing an electric ferry fleet 
that will help cities move toward a more valuable, 
more regenerative economy. 

Each vessel will have the potential to displace up 
to 2000 tonnes of CO2 each year. Applying their 
ferries to Auckland would save over $300 million 
from the cost of delivering public transport: money 
which can be invested, for example, toward restor-
ing the Hauraki Gulf.  

And it’s not just about carbon and saving money, 
Michael says.  
 Their composite structure, which combines recycled 
and new materials, will have half the embedded 
energy of its aluminium equivalent. It’s lighter, sav-
ing huge amounts of energy over the boat’s life-
time.  It also lasts longer without anywhere near as 
much maintenance and repair.  
EV Maritime is planning for the future life of their 
batteries, repurposing old batteries and ultimately 
looking at recovery of the materials through recy-

cling. 
 They are also designing their vessels to 
be timeless, in both form and function 
with the aim of lasting for 50 or 60 years 
rather than 15 or 20.   
 And they are sharing data between the 
boats and the shore to create a smarter, 
more resilient ferry service which is more 
responsive and better integrated with 
other transport modes. 

Michael says EV Maritime is shaping a 
new way forward, starting in the waters of 
Auckland. 

“Our ferries will be a silent symbol of 
silent civic leadership, demonstrating the 
way we should care for what matters, for 
our communities, for each other, and of 
course, for our ocean environment.” 

Their  ambition is to see at least 30 cities 
operating across the world with their 
electric ferry fleets – displacing over 4 
million tonnes of carbon emissions by 
2040.  

A switched on ferry future 



Gurit supplies a range of reinforcements suitable for composite com-
ponent manufacture and repair.  

Along with traditional glass, carbon and hybrid fibre fabrics, Gurit 
now also offers natural flax fibre products for the New Zealand com-
posites market. 

Flax is a sustainable natural fibre that offers significant environ-
mental benefits, including a CO2 footprint reduced by up to 75% com-
pared with carbon fibre. It can be used in combination with traditional 
reinforcements such as carbon fibre, depending on the application and 
properties required, but also by itself as a single skin or as a sandwich 
laminate with other sustainable materials such as Gurit Kerdyn™ 
Green PET core material (made from up to 100% recycled materials), 
and biobased epoxy resins and coatings, such as Gurit’s AMPRO™ 

BIO resin. In 2021 Gurit also developed a flax-based SPRINT™ prod-
uct range. 

This combination of low toxicity bio resin with natural fibre solutions, 
now provides an important first step for a bio-based composite panel 
solution suitable for use in multiple industries. 

Examples of flax fibre materials now available from Gurit are Bcomp: 
ampliTex™ — a limited selection of dry flax fabrics from the full range, 
and powerRibs™, a solution for stiffening thin-walled structures in-
spired by the veins on a plant leaf. 

For more information, pricing and availability, please contact:  
Chris Moors on 021 273 0023 
or chris.moors@gurit.com 
www.gurit.com.com 

Sustainable fibre alternatives now available from Gurit 

BELOW: Bcomp® Natural Fibres - Flax Fibre Reinforcements — LEFT: ampliTex™. RIGHT: powerRibs™. 



Quarterly Reuse and Recycling Committee Report  

 

Susan’s planter has been in place for 12 years 
and is still going strong.  Initially used for 
potatoes now providing enough mint to wave 
a pipe at.  Originally reused after testing 
completed at Gurit. 

Armatec staff got busy installing a workplace 
garden. Why not reduce waste and increase staff 
wellbeing. These were pre-covid veges produced 
in the Armatec garden when I was in the office 
nearly everyday.  

AOC resins 
including 
vinyl esters 

AKPA    
catalysts   
and special 
blends 

INTEC/     
SLEM        

mould-making   
resins LILLY RAM 

tooling gel 
coat 

STONER 
release    
products 

LEADGO 
for closed 
moulding 

The above products add to the extensive 
range that NZFG had already been able to offer 
you as a customer, such as Graco equipment,       
reinforcements, core materials, gel coats and flow 
coats, closed mould ancillaries, laminating epoxies and   
many other products required for producing composite parts. 

PRESTEC 
plug surfacing 
& tooling gel 
coat repair 

 

 Our specialist trade shop is     
open six days. Give us a call 
 09 570 8999 or free phone  

0800 100 098. 

  
 

Glenn  has added some urban style and painted 
to match the fence. This offcut originally from 
Maskell’s provides great footing for large palms. 

By Catherine Taiapa 
Chair Reuse and Recycling Committee 
catherine.taiapa@armatec.co.nz 

NATIONAL RECYCLING UPDATE 

Continuing our efforts towards a national recycling 
solution, CANZ President Glenn Campbell has col-
lected waste photos from CANZ members to be used 
as examples to allow Isodan to provide a technical 
proposal. Thank you to all those who have engaged. 
We look forward to updating you on further progress. 

MASTERS PROJECT 

Congratulations to University of Auckland Masters 
student Tim McCafferty who has recently submitted 
his thesis on Demonstrating the Feasibility of Me-
chanically Recycling Glass Fibre Reinforced Compos-
ites. 

Thank you to Maskell’s for sponsoring Tim’s mas-
ters program and Glenn Campbell and Johan Verbek 
for their valued time and contributions. This is a great 
example of members collaborating toward the shift 
we need – see Tim’s article in this Flexi and attend 
the CANZ conference this year to learn more. 

SUSTAINABILITY BUSINESS NETWORK (SBN) 

CANZ is now a member of SBN. CANZ members 
can access membership discounts on SBN events 
and trainings. 

Sign up for their newsletters to get updates of what 
is happening. 
https://sustainable.org.nz/  
 Contact Caroline for the codes to access member 

discounts. 
SBN provides great resources to get up to speed 

and offers a variety of training to increase our knowl-
edge in business sustainability. Get engaged 

ACMA SUSTAINABILITY COUNCIL UPDATE 

The ACMA August meeting provided updates on 
the Climate Impact Projects underway. They are: 
LCA data from a United States perspective.  

(The US have incoming rules that will require Envi-
ronmental Product Declarations, EPDs, for infrastruc-
ture and construction markets).  These require LCA 
data to produce. 

Developing a list of recycling companies and 
their product/service types. This will be published with 
FAQs on ACMA website. 

Defining recycling to ensure the composites 
industry meets public expectations – recycled materi-
als must have a use and not being stockpiled (legal 
action has been taken in the US against companies 
claiming recycling but it not being operationalised). 

Report of June 2022 Sustainability Forum, 
produced from two-day workshopping with members 
to produce recommendations for ACMA.  Contact the 
committee for a copy. 

  Recycling recommendations were : 
That ACMA should support continued development 

of economically and environmentally sustainable 
recycling technologies; 

and that ACMA should encourage the use of full-
scale LCA to evaluate approaches to the collection, 
reuse and recycling of composites 

LCA DATA PROJECT 

Increase our understanding of our sector contribu-
tions towards the low emissions circular economy is 
critical.  LCAs can support our storytelling and case 
studies with data. 

Our proposal for an LCA data project has been 
conditionally approved with Circular Connect (WMF 
fund by Plastics NZ) and we are working out some 
final scoping details and will keep you up to date on 
progress at the conference. 

CELEBRATING REUSE  

We know there are so many reuse stories out there 
– from small to large – what have you been reusing?  
Garden planters anyone? . . . 

We know there are so many reuse stories out there – 
from small to large – what have you been reusing?      
Garden planters anyone? The author of this article would 
like to hear from you. . . 



1 The Association for Composites 
If your work or interest is composites and fibre-
glass, we are the only association that focuses 
entirely on this business today. It helps one keep 
up with technology and other changes, and with 
our links to overseas composites associations 
provides links worldwide. An association "Code of 
Ethics" protects members. 

2 Legislation Assistance 
The Composites Association keeps abreast of 
changes and issues guidelines to members. 

3 Own Code Of Practice 
Our very own “Composites Code of Practice” was  
published in 1998 and is the accepted “Code” for 
our industry. All members were able to have input 
into its development to ensure it was workable. 
Compliance with the “Code” is the best way of 
meeting NZ Health and Safety requirements. 

4 Annual Conference 
Keeping up-to-date with technology can be as 
easy as attending the Association’s conferences. 
A wide range of speakers update us on new 
materials, technology and equipment. There are 
hands-on equipment and  materials               
demonstrations and trade displays with ideas and 
information for all. 

5 Regular Flexi Magazine 
The regular Flexi magazine is published for   
members to keep them abreast of what is going 
on in the industry. 

6 Industry Training 

The association has led in the development of 
training courses to suit our industry, working in 
association with the former New Zealand Marine 
and Composites Industry Training Organisation, 
now the Marine and Specialised Technologies 
Academy of New Zealand (MAST Academy).  

7 Education, Marketing, Standards 
Members can attend educational evenings to 
learn about materials and techniques. Members 
can  participate in projects to market composites 
in New Zealand and support the development of 
accepted standards. An example of this was the 
publication of a “FRP Design Manual”. 

8 Low Cost 
The cost to members is very reasonable indeed, 
in view of the comprehensive service provided by 
the  Association. This is a great investment for 
your future in our industry. 

9 Official Solicitors 
CANZ would like to acknowledge and thank 
sponsor Clendons, Barristers and Solicitors, 
Commercial Lawyers, Auckland, now official 
solicitors for CANZ in its official magazines, 
newsletters and other  communications to    
members.  

Here are         
good               
reasons why you 
will benefit 

Hanga-Aro-Rau Manufacturing, Engineering and 
Logistics Workforce Development Council (WDC) has 
recognised the significant work of Marine and Spe-
cialised Technologies (MAST) Academy of New 
Zealand, formerly NZMAC ITO, with a special hand-
over event in early July this year. 

The qualifications and standards-setting function 
was previously managed by Industry Training Organi-
sations (ITOs) but passed to the six WDCs created 
last October as part of the Government’s reform of 
vocational education. This work was undertaken by 
NZMAC ITO for the marine and composites industries 
but transferred to Hanga-Aro-Rau. 

In preparation, MAST Academy NZ reviewed all 
their qualifications, something Hanga-Aro-Rau chief 
executive Phil Alexander-Crawford said went well 
above and beyond what was expected. 

“Chris (van der Hor) and the MAST Academy NZ 
have done a stellar job reviewing all 11 qualifications 
they are handing over. This was not something man-
dated, it’s something they did off their own bat. 

“So, we acknowledge and value this work, and we 
are immensely grateful. It has ensured a smooth, 
seamless transition of the standards-setting function 
to us. It also means industry can be confident their 
qualifications are up-to-date and fit for purpose to 
produce skilled tradespeople in their fields,” Mr Alex-
ander-Crawford said. 

He added that it was also a shining example of the 
spirit of collaboration and putting industry needs first. 

It was also announced that Hanga-Aro-Rau will 
sponsor a new award at MAST Academy’s annual 
graduation ceremony and dinner. Details on this will 
be released later. 

The acknowledgement event was held at MAST 
Academy NZ’s headquarters at Auckland’s 
Westhaven Marina and included invited representa-
tives from across the marine and composites indus-
tries and vocational education ecosystem. 

Speakers included Peter Busfield, Executive Direc-
tor of the New Zealand Marine Industry Association 
and Glenn Campbell, President of the Composites 
Association of New Zealand, who both shared fasci-
nating insights into the size and breadth of the marine 
and composite sectors. Tracey Stevenson, Board 
Chair of MAST Academy NZ and Mike Crossan, 
General Manager, Industry Standards for Hanga-Aro-
Rau concluded the formal speeches. 

Hanga-Aro-Rau Workforce Development Council 
represents the manufacturing, engineering and logis-
tics industries and works to ensure our sectors lead 
and influence the vocational education system and its 
transformation. 

MAST Academy New Zealand is now a private 
training establishment. It works with learners and 
employers to ensure people are trained with the 
necessary skills and knowledge to build successful 
lives and businesses. 

For more information please go to: 
www.mastacademy.com 

Pictured from left: Peter Busfield, Executive Director of the New Zealand Marine Industry Association and Hanga-Aro-Rau Industry 
Stakeholder Group member; Chris van der Hor, Chief Executive of MAST Academy; Phil Alexander-Crawford, Chief Executive, 
Hanga-Aro-Rau, and Darrell Lambert, Poumatua, Hanga-Aro-Rau.  

MAST Academy NZ’s ‘stellar’ work      
recognised at handover event 


