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Health effects of styrene and other solvents continue to be a significant Occupational 

Hazard in the composites industry. As styrene is potentially dangerous to the health of 

workers, WorkSafe New Zealand have lowered the short-term workplace exposure limit for 

Styrene to 40 ppm and time wated average exposure value to 20 ppm. The Health and 

Safety Work Act 2015 requires the Composites Industry to meet these new exposure 

standards. To better understand worker exposure to styrene, CANZ has initiated industry 

wide project to gather real time worker exposure measurements at the manufacturing 

facilities of some of its members. 

The project will be administered by CANZ in partnership with Massey University Centre for 

Public Health Research. Massey University Centre for Public Health Research will produce a 

summary report for the project and a brief report for each factory involved in the study 

detailing the findings of the study overall and the results of the monitoring specific to each 

factory.   

Styrene Exposure Monitoring Study will measure the actual rate of Styrene exposure at 

workplace and critically analyse the exposure readings along with health performance 

indicators. The Project result will aid in evaluating manufacturing controls administered in 

different processes and suggest process modification. 

Composites Association as an Industrial body has every responsibility to ensure all its 

members are supported at all the stages of business to demonstrate our commitment to 

maintain Healthy and Safe Workplace. A collaboration with one of the country’s pioneer 

health research institute will dynamically improve Composites Association of New Zealand’s 

capability and we will be in a better position to build a healthy New Zealand workforce for 

better future. 

Project proposal has been approved for funding in collaboration with Centre for Public 

Health Research, Massey University. This study affirms our commitment for better 

workplace health practices and improve our manufacturing process. Participating member 



companies will have support from the researchers in investigating and implementing ways 

to minimize the exposure levels. 

Scope of the Project 

The Project will be in two parts, first part will measure the actual amount of styrene workers 

are exposed to and then followed with a health questionnaire. In the second part. limited 

number of employees will be invited to participate in a biological monitoring program. 

• Project Sponsor: CANZ & CPHR Massey University using Lotteries Health Research 

Grant 

• Principal Investigator: Dr Samuel Keer (s.keer@massey.ac.nz) 

• CANZ Project Manager: Vineeth Babu (vineeth@composites.co.nz) 

The project is scheduled to be completed in two years and the members will have the report 

to review by 2022 Annual Conference. 
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